WORLD eeecccse
Newsletter March 2026 INEQUALITY

00000000OCOCO LAB

N

The World Inequality Conference is fast approaching. It will take place at the

Paris School of Economics on 4—-6 June 2026 in Paris.

We received nearly 800 submissions to our Call for Papers, making the
selection process highly competitive. Authors came from 82 countries,
highlighting the truly global reach of inequality research. Despite growing threats
to academic research in some countries, the field of inequality studies
continues to expand.

Given the strong response to the Call for Papers, we have decided to extend the
conference to three days: Thursday 4, Friday 5, and Saturday 6 June 2026.

Public registration will open on April, 15th. Save the date.

Alice F. on behalf of the team.
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Energy and Inequality

Energy lies at the heart of global power struggles. Recent geopolitical
tensions - from military interventions in Venezuela to bombings in Iran raising
fears of an oil shock - are a stark reminder of this reality. Those who control
energy often shape the balance of power in the world. This is the central
argument of the latest book by Lucas Chancel, Energie et Inégalités, Une
Histoire Politique, published in October 2025 in French and forthcoming in
English. The book explores how the control, production, and distribution of

energy have long shaped social hierarchies and global inequalities.



https://inequalitylab.world/en/event/world-inequality-conference-2026/
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https://www.youtube.com/@worldinequalitylab3213
https://www.youtube.com/@worldinequalitylab3213
https://www.linkedin.com/company/world-inequality-lab/
https://www.linkedin.com/company/world-inequality-lab/
https://www.seuil.com/ouvrage/energie-et-inegalites-lucas-chancel/9782021516128
https://www.seuil.com/ouvrage/energie-et-inegalites-lucas-chancel/9782021516128
https://www.seuil.com/ouvrage/energie-et-inegalites-lucas-chancel/9782021516128
https://youtu.be/X5bXwcd8qcg?si=LUGyCO8NyvQkKH2_
https://youtu.be/X5bXwcd8qcg?si=LUGyCO8NyvQkKH2_
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Lucas Chancel, co-director of the At the center of the discussion

World Inequality Lab, presented the between Lucas Chancel and Anne
key findings and figures from his Debrégeas, economist and

latest book in an Equality Debate spokesperson for the union Sud-
organized at Paris School of Energie, is the idea that the
Economics in October 2025 [video in socialization of energy is essential to
french]. thinking about the future of the energy

transition [video in French].

World Sectoral Economy-Environment

Database

"Global convergence to €60,000 per
capita by 2100 is compatible with
limiting warming to 2°C, but only
under very strict

conditions combining fast
decarbonization with deep
structural changes", found a new

- study by Lucas Chancel, Cornelia
SECTORAL Mohren, Moritz Odersky, Thomas
ECONOMY- Piketty, and Anmol Somanchi.
ENVIRONMENT

DATABASE The study is based on a new multi-
sector global database covering 57
countries (1970-2100) and allowing
to explore past and future trajectories
for energy transition, sectoral change,
and sobriety.

Updated guidelines and resources
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Methods and Concepts
used in the World
Inequality Database

VERSION: OCTOBER 2025
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The DINA Guidelines are the go-to
methodological document for researchers
who want to understand the concepts, data
sources, and methods we use. After their
initial publication in 2016 and major revision
in 2020, this third edition of the DINA
guidelines consolidates this progress by
introducing:

+ revised macroeconomic aggregates,

+ updated income and wealth definitions,

+ enhanced data-quality flags that capture
changes over time and across series,

+ new sections on wealth distribution and
gender inequality.

Check our methodological resources
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Flip through it

Our research efforts culminated last
year with the publication of the
Climate Inequality Report and
World Inequality Report. These
flagship reports have received global
media attention. We hope their
findings will continue to inform the
public debate, and inspire more
research and collective action.

We are deeply grateful to our team
and 200+ research fellows around the
world helping us access better data
and advance research on inequality,
and to our funders and partner
institutions, whose commitment
enables and amplifies our research.

New working papers


https://wid.world/document/distributional-national-accounts-dina-guidelines-2025-methods-and-concepts-used-in-the-world-inequality-database/
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https://wid.world/methodology/
https://heyzine.com/flip-book/22e7c72200.html
https://heyzine.com/flip-book/22e7c72200.html
https://heyzine.com/flip-book/22e7c72200.html
https://wid.world/news-article/climate-inequality-report-2025/
https://wir2026.wid.world/
https://wid.world/document/terms-of-trade-and-north-south-relations-implications-for-foreign-wealth-accumulation-and-comparative-development-1962-2025-world-inequality-lab-working-paper-2026-04/

Keller, S., Terms of Trade and North-South Relations: Implications for Foreign Wealth
Accumulation and Comparative Development (1962-2025), World Inequality Lab
Working Paper 2026/04

Chancel, L., Mohren, C., Odersky, M., Piketty, T., Somanchi, A., Prosperity Within
Limits? Planetary Habitability, Global Convergence and Structural Transformation,
2026-2100, World Inequality Lab Working Paper 2026/03

Woo-Mora, L. G.®, Kamel, D., Skin Tone Penalties: Quasi-Experimental Evidence on
Colorism in Football, World Inequality Lab Working Paper 2026/02

Nyborg Stgstad, M., Lobeck, M., De Meulenaer, C., Universes of Arguments: Mapping
the Redistributive Debates in Norway and the United States, World Inequality Lab
Working Paper 2026/01

Czajka, L. Gethin, A., Racial Inequality and Redistribution in Post-Apartheid South
Africa, World Inequality Lab Working Paper 2025/27

Fabre, A., Public Acceptance of International Redistribution in High-Income Countries,
World Inequality Lab Working Paper 2025/26

Andreescu, M., Arias-Osorio, M., Bauluz, L., Bharti, N., Bothe, P., Brassac, P.,
Chancel, L. De Rosa, M., Dietrich, J., El Hariri, D., Fisher-Post, M., Flores, |.,
Gabirielli, J., Gethin, A., Gbmez-Carrera, R., Hong, S., Jenmana, T., Loubes, R.,
Martinez-Toledano, C., Mo, Z., Mohren, C., Morgan, M., Moshrif, R., Muti, S., Neef, T,
Nievas, G., Odersky, M., Piketty, T., Robilliard, A-S, Saez, E., Sodano, A., Somanchi,
A., Yang, L., Zucman, G., Zufiga-Cordero, A., Equality and Development: A
Comparative & Historical Perspective 1800-2025, World Inequality Lab Working
Paper 2025/25

Ranaldi, M., Buhler, J., lacono, R., Capital and Labor Income Mobility, World
Inequality Lab Working Paper 2025/24

Govind. Y, ® Santini. P, ® Derenoncourt., Racial Inequality in France, World Inequality
Lab Working Paper 2025/23

Bauluz, L. , Brassac, P., Dietrich, P., Martinez-Toledano, C., Nievas, G., Odersky, M.,

Piketty, T., Sodano, A., Somanchi A. “Global Wealth Accumulation and Ownership
Patterns, 1800-2025", World Inequality Lab Working_Paper 2025/22

Piketty, T., Capital in the 21st Century, Ten Years Later, World Inequality Lab Working
Paper 2025/21

Piketty, T., Billionaire Taxation and Wealth Redistribution: A Personal View, World
Inequality Lab Working Paper 2025/20

McGaughey, E., Is public ownership or privatisation better? Law, economic theories,
and how data helps, World Inequality Lab Working Paper 2025/18

Aboobaker, A., Skott, P., The recent compression of US wage inequality: tightness,
turbulence, and power-biased policy, World Inequality Lab Working Paper 2025/17

Bézy, T., Real Estate Wealth Inequality and Exposure to Natural Disasters, World
Inequality Lab Working Paper 2025/16

Bharti, N.K, Gethin, A., Jenmana, M., Mo, Z., Piketty, T., Yang, L., Human Capital,
Unequal Opportunities and Productivity Convergence: A Global Historical
Perspective, 1800-2100, World Inequality Lab Working Paper 2025/15

Subramanian, S., Some Considerations Relating to the Measurement and Mitigation
of Inequality, World Inequality Lab Working Paper 2025/14

Marrero, G. A., Martinez-Toledano, C., Palomino, J. C, Petrov, D., Regional Wealth
Inequality in Spain: Evidence from the Spain Wealth Atlas, World Inequality Lab
Working Paper 2025/13

Soria, J.; Medina, O., Intergenerational Mobility in Spain: Geographic Analysis and
Causal Neighborhood Effects, World Inequality Lab Working Paper 2025/12

Nievas, G., Piketty, T., Unequal Exchange and North-South Relations: Evidence from
Global Trade Flows and the World Balance of Payments 1800-2025, World Inequality
Lab Working Paper 2025/11
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Media highlights

Mediapart, Lucas Chancel : « L'énergie, c’est une question de pouvoir », 07/02/2026

Hankyoreh, "gt=X| ©2H0| 7l EHSO|Et SH| ['FA S0 AM]", 05/02/2026

France 24, The Apprentice, Davos edition? Trump blasts Europe at World Economic
Forum, 22/01/2026 (video with Lucas Chancel)

Outlook Business, "Why India Ignores Inequality: Government Trying_to Project a
Positive Image, Says Economist Nitin Bharti", 08/01/2026

Ojo Publico, "Billionaires grow worldwide as climate emergency hits Latin America",
14/12/2026

The Guardian, "Just 0.001% hold three times the wealth of poorest half of humanity,
report finds", 10/12/2025

Al Jazeera, "Where in the world are wealth and income most unequal?", 10/12/2025

O Globo, “Concentracido de renda no mundo é a maior em 30 anos: 10% mais ricos
tém 75% da riqueza, e metade mais pobre fica com 2%”, 09/12/2025

El Pais, Graficos que explican por qué el mundo hoy es mas rico pero mas desigual,
10/12/2025

Lianhe Zaobao, %S : £HRA T
10/12/2025

1%62%, 10/12/2025,

Siuddeutsche Zeitung, “Weltweit explodiert die Ungleichheit”, 10/12/2025

Proceso, “México sigue entre los paises mas desiguales pese a avances en
redistribucion”, 10/12/2025

La Tercera, “La desigualdad mundial “persiste en niveles extremadamente altos” y
Chile muestra una baja sostenida desde 2014”, 10/12/2025

Al Jazeera, “What if.... we abolished billionaires?”, 03/12/2025

Il Fatto Quoditiano, “Lo 0,01% ha tre volte piu ricchezza della meta piu povera
dell’'umanita. Ma la disuguaglianza non € inevitabile: & una scelta politica dei governi”,
10/12/2025

Kashmir Times, “COP30: Can Twin Warnings Wake Up a World Facing Triple
Inequality Climate Crisis?”, 07/11/2025

The Indian Express, “Wealthy individuals fuel climate crisis through wealth more than
consumption: Climate Inequality Report 2025”, 29/10/2025

Contexto, “Por qué la concentracién de riqueza agrava la crisis climatica”, 10/11/2025

Le Monde, “La rémunération, vecteur de la discrimination ethnique”, 29/10/2025

Le Monde, “Lucas Chancel, économiste : « Seule la socialisation de I'énergie peut
éviter aux Européens une vassalisation »”, 06/10/2025

Bloomberg, “Piketty Says 2% Wealth tax Is “Absolute Minimum” for France”,
23/09/2025
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https://www.france24.com/en/tv-shows/the-debate/20260122-the-apprentice-davos-edition-trump-blasts-europe-at-world-economic-forum
https://www.france24.com/en/tv-shows/the-debate/20260122-the-apprentice-davos-edition-trump-blasts-europe-at-world-economic-forum
https://www.outlookbusiness.com/economy-and-policy/why-india-ignores-inequality-government-trying-to-project-a-positive-image-says-economist-nitin-bharti
https://www.outlookbusiness.com/economy-and-policy/why-india-ignores-inequality-government-trying-to-project-a-positive-image-says-economist-nitin-bharti
https://ojo-publico.com/6029/billionaires-grow-worldwide-climate-emergency-hits-latin-america
https://www.theguardian.com/inequality/2025/dec/10/just-0001-hold-three-times-the-wealth-of-poorest-half-of-humanity-report-finds?utm_source=dlvr.it&utm_medium=bluesky&CMP=bsky_gu
https://www.theguardian.com/inequality/2025/dec/10/just-0001-hold-three-times-the-wealth-of-poorest-half-of-humanity-report-finds?utm_source=dlvr.it&utm_medium=bluesky&CMP=bsky_gu
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